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Nationalist principles was just what the military leaders wanted
for the creation and maintenance of the needed enthusiasm for
national defence in the whole of the nation. National Socialism
seemed to them to have been built up entirely in accordance
with the principles evolved by the army command in the last
year of the war in order to restore the failing spirits of the
nation. It had taken over the idea of patriotic education and
the ideas of the pan-German Union and the belated Fatherland
Party, and had developed them further from the point of view
of mass psychology. The resoluteness and the novel "realism"
of its political methods made National Socialism the very best of
political organs. It worked on the well-tried practical principle
that only violence impresses the people; it scorned logic and
intelligence; and it was a master of the effective device of
eternal repetition. All this was a very superficial judgment of
National Socialism; and the decision to make use of the
National Socialists was a disastrous subordination of broad
policy to opportunist considerations of tactics.